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Civic Center Lagoon Floating Island Launch at Bioneers Conference

 As of October 16, The Marin County Civic Center Lagoon in San Rafael, CA will feature two Floating Islands that will
naturally work to improve the water quality of the lagoon through filtration by the islands’ vegetation. The planting and
launching of  these nature-based biofilters  will  take place on October  16 from 2:45 – 4:15 PM during the annual
Bioneers Conference at the Marin Center in North San Rafael. 

The Civic Center Watershed Restoration (CCWR) project of the
Gallinas  Watershed  Council  formed  in  2014  as  a  project  of
Environmental  Forum  of  Marin  students  Alex  Kahl,  Aurora
Mahassine and Dan Monte. 

Join  CCWR  in launching  two  floating  islands  biofilters  with
plantings  on  the  surface  and  roots  in  the  water  to  provide
natural  water  filtration  and  wildlife  habitat.  We  will  also  be
implementing  signage  and  informational  materials  to explain
the purpose and potential of these passive natural water filters.
Similar islands are used by community funded and municipally
supported coalitions in Walnut Creek and Marysville, CA, where they’ve enjoyed great success.  

This  green biofilter  technology was presented by Bioneer
John Todd based on his observations of natural processes
and  indigenous  wisdom  from  around  the  world.  The
Bioneers  are  an  innovative  nonprofit  educational
organization  that  highlights  breakthrough  solutions  for
restoring people and planet. Their annual conference is held
at  the  Marin  Civic  Center  in  October  with  live  satellite
events worldwide.

Supervisor Damon Connolly, who represents the San Rafael
area including the Civic Center and the lagoon, expressed
his excitement for the project.  “We are so pleased to be
demonstrating this innovative, completely green approach
to improving the water quality in our most local watershed
here at the Civic Center,” said the Supervisor. “Creative solutions that capitalize on natural processes are something we
should all be focused on as we face the realities of the future for our environment. The floating island is an example of
the type of innovation we are all capable of.”

CCWR has the support of manufacturer  Floating Island West, Marin County Supervisor Damon Connolly, the Frank
Lloyd Wright Conservancy, several local nonprofits and businesses as well  as volunteers from the  Marin School of
Environmental Leadership (MSEL) and the Santa Venetia Neighborhood Association (SVNA).  The Watershed Nursery is
providing appropriate local plant species for the installation. 

“The floating island pilot project is wonderfully innovative and creative. Just as Frank Lloyd Wright’s vision for the Marin County Civic
Center was to successfully knit a building to its surroundings, this floating island is a natural way to improve watershed health while

blending with the environment. I’m sure this floating island will catch the attention and stimulate the curiosity of the many residents
and visitors who enjoy Lagoon Park.” 

    Kate Sears, Marin County Supervisor and Frank Lloyd Wright Conservancy board member

Bioneers Conference: http://conference.bioneers.org           Gallinas Watershed Council: www.gallinaswatershed.org 
Email gallinasvalley@gmail.com     Facebook www.facebook.com/marinccwr
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